GAP Helps Map Out a Brighter Future For Us All
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The Gap Analysis Program maps
biodiversity in relation to land manage-
ment status across the United States.

information being developed and how

to distribute it to the public after the
projects are completed. In a few states,
these questions have been solved by
state-based support; but many states are
still searching for answers to these
difficult questions. Without decisive

and focused activity now, these

state-by-state. They are coordinated byhallenges may be more difficultand

expensive -- to resolve later.

ANSWERING THE NEED

The federal response to begin solving
this issue is in two FY 2000 budget
initiatives. The first -- National Spatial
Data Infrastructure-Community/Federal
Information Partnerships (C/FIP) --
addresses the need to work with local,
state, and tribal organizations as well as
schools and the private sector in
building the nation’s information
network. In so doing, many more
people and communities would be able
to use and create advanced information
in a geographically referenced format.
This would help state governments
deliver geographic information,
including GAP data, as well as help
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people use the information in making everyday decisions NBIl. These nodes, many of them state-based, will convert
about land use, from county planning to managing state  much of the biological information that exists on paper to
parks. Under the C/FIP initiative, the USGS is requesting $dmputer formats. They will develop advanced abilities to
million to fund biological information activities. Some of handle and synthesize vast amounts of biological data from
these funds would be used by state governments to house amhy different sources, tailoring the output to the specific
deliver GAP data as well as to help people use the needs of, for instance, utility companies, forest managers, or
information. schools. This thrust in advanced development would help
Another FY2000 budget initiative falls under the Nationalclients use the large and complex GAP information more
Biological Information Infrastructure (NBII). This initiative effectively. Under the NBII initiative, the USGS is
will focus on developing data nodes for a next-generation requesting $1 million.

Here are a few examples of information available through GAP today
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For More Information
Gladys Cotter, Associate Chief Biologist for Information
U.S. Geological Survey
Office of Biological Informatics and Outreach, MS 300
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive
Reston, Virginia 20192
Phone: (703) 648-4090
Fax: (703) 648-4042
E-mail: gladys_cotter@usgs.gov




